
niques which we had never 

been available before. Also 

with all the progress in 

science, mathematics and 

biology we soon may be 

able to discover cures for 

diseases and maybe even 

the secret of immortality. 

And just think about all the 

art, dear reader, have u 

ever seen the sculptures 

more proportional, the 

paintings more colorful 

and the music sweeter to 

the human ear. 

 There is only one 

conclusion, dear readers. 

And that is that we are 

definitely moving towards 

the new, better era! So 

keep up the positive 

thoughts and enjoy our 

articles! 

 

 Recently our news 

paper has come over quite 

a lot of complaints about 

the good old times. People 

have been talking about 

life before trade and explo-

ration. Complaining about 

tomatoes other imported 

goods! 

This is why we decided to 

publish this article and re-

mind our readers how 

much better our world has 

become and how important 

progress is. 

 Most people dur-

ing middle ages were peas-

ants who worked on their 

lords lands and could not 

posses anything of their 

own. This comes into a 

really sharp comparison to 

the life most people have 

now. True, not everyone 

gets the education they 

want or the job they de-

sired, however most of us 

are treated like actual hu-

man beings with rights. Of 

course there had been 

guilds. Since the early mid-

dle ages people had tried to 

protect themselves and at 

least receive the most basic 

support. But think about it, 

dear reader, how many 

people were educated 

enough to actually form 

guilds that brought many 

benefits for their members 

and protect them. Life in 

middle ages was focused 

only on living, day by day 

with short life spans and no 

progress in any way. Now 

however with exploration, 

we have discovered many 

foods, materials and tech-

A young boy of the 

age of fourteen years 

old is considered a 

very talented artist 

from Lorenzo Dô 

Medici. Michelangelo, 

the young artist, 

moved just a year ago 

from the school Ghir-

landaio in Florence to 

go to the Lorenzo Dô 

Mediciôs school. Mr. 

Dô Medici liked 

Michelangeloôs works 

so much that invited 

him to stay at his 

house together with 

his family.  

Read more in the   

Social/Cultural sec-

tion.  
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Who is this new artist called Michelangelo? Is he a real genius? Where did 

he come from? 

By Cristina La Fortezza 

.  

Il Giornale Del Rinascimento 
N E W S L E T T E R  D A T E  I L  G I O R N A L E  D E L  

F E A T U R E D  

I N  T H I S  

E D I T I O N :  

¶ Recipe from 

Il Giornale 

Cookbook  

¶ Who is           

Michelan-

gelo? 

¶ Mercantilists 

Have a New 

Strategy for 

the Econ-

omy  

¶ China    

Studies 

Space 



Crisis in the Ottoman Empire.  

Is it all Timurôs fault? 

By Cristina La Fortezza 

P A G E  2 :  P O L I T I C A L  

A 
civil 

war broke out with who 
should be the next sultan.  
But whose fault is it? Unfor-
tunately we all know that the 
Turko-Mongol leader inter-
rupted the Ottoman expan-

sion. 
By the end of the 1300s, 
Timurôs forces were 
close to Ottoman terri-
tory. The bad things for 
the Ottomans started 
right there, when several 
ghazi rulers fled to 
Timurôs court when the 

Ottomans conquered their 
states. They asked him to 
help them get their lands 
back.  
In1402 Timur invaded Ana-
tolia and after the Battle of 
Ankara captures the sultan. 
In this way Timur made the 

Ottomans give back the 
lands they had taken to the 
ghazi rulers.  
Timurôs victory was the 
cause of the Ottoman Em-
pire crisis.  
So what is the next sultan 

going to do to solve this 

problem? Now that there is 

a crisis over him?  

lots of music, food, trade.  

The Ottoman Empires religion 

is Islam but they also tolerate 

other followers of the ñHoly 

Bookò living in their Empire. 

The people who refuse to 

choose one of the three relig-

ions of the ñHoly 

Bookò (Islam, Judaism or 

Christianity) are persecuted. 

To avoid conflicts within the 

three religions millet systems 

are organized so that the reli-

gious communities can be 

separated. 

Like the Chinese, the Ottomans 

also have a Dynasty, also 

known as the imperial monar-

chy. The Sultan is the most 

important person and equiva-

lent to an Emperor. The main 

goal of the Ottoman Empire 

was always to spread Islam and 

tried to spread as much of the 

Islamic culture as possible in 

order to gain more followers/

believers. 

The Ottoman Dynasty is very 

much dependent and controlled 

by the Army. They, the Otto-

mans have many types of war-

riors or soldiers know as: 

ghazis or Turkish soldiers to 

Janissaries, a highly trained 

troop of slave 

soldiers. The 

Army not 

only was 

The Ottoman Empire is a vast 

empire ruled by, what hun-

dreds of years ago was the Per-

sian Empire. The Ottoman Em-

pire reached from Baghdad, to 

the Atlas Mountains and Hun-

gary. At first the Ottoman Em-

pire was nothing, only spec of 

land. Over time however, the 

military advancements made it 

possible for them to take over 

the lands that they had lost, and 

are not going to lose any land 

in the near future. Since it was 

such a large empire over such a 

vast area of land the empire 

was very mix-cultured and had 

A picture 

of Timur  

Dynasty of the Ottoman 
By Sebastian Reiserer 

A map of the Otto-

man empire over 

time  

ñAt first the 

Ottoman Empire 

was nothing, 

only spec of 

land. Over time 

however, the 

military 

advancements 

made it possible 

for them to take 

over the lands 

that they had 

lost, and are not 

going to lose any 

land in the near 

future.ò  

Il Giornale Del Rinascimento Staff  



 

P A G E  3 : S C I E N T I F I C / E C N O M I C  I L  G I O R N A L E  D E L  

China, a land ruled by a dynasty. 

Cut off from most of the world. 

Chinese ways are unfamiliar to 

European, lifestyle and religions. 

During my time in China I studied 

their culture and lifestyle was 

completely different than ours, and 

they are a lot more advance than 

most of the world. 

Developments in the science had 

caught my eye the most. It soon 

became obvious that unlike Euro-

peans who possessed most knowl-

edge through the Church, Chinese 

tried to discover answers through 

reason which, lead them into 

studying places nobody would 

have questioned e.g. Space.  

Space is more or less the center of 

their research. Chinese believe it 

to contain answers and solutions 

for many problems and this helped 

them event numerous inventions. 

Creation of space maps, move-

ments of planets the suns and stars 

helped to find out the Earth and 

planets move around the sun and 

not vice versa. These findings 

helped us understand our world 

and lead us to creating a compass 

to guide us through the oceans or 

land. 

With astronomical advancements 

that helped everyone understand 

their life in a more reasonable 

way, many new inventions were 

created to help us understand our 

world, and make our lives easier. 

Chinese scientist not only made 

new astronomical discoveries, they 

had also helped people to under-

stand the world better and make 

science a lot more advanced. 

 China, a land ruled by a dynasty. 

Cut off from most of the world. 

Chinese ways are unfamiliar to 

European, lifestyle and religions. 

During my time in China I studied 

their culture and lifestyle was 

completely different than ours, and 

they are a lot more advance than 

most of the world. 

Developments in the science had 

caught my eye the most. It soon 

became obvious that unlike Euro-

peans who possessed most knowl-

edge through the Church, Chinese 

tried to discover answers through 

reason which, lead them into 

studying places nobody would 

have questioned e.g. Space.  

Space is more or less the center of 

their research. Chinese believe it 

to contain answers and solutions 

for many problems and this helped 

them event numerous inventions. 

Creation of space maps, move-

ments of planets the suns and stars 

helped to find out the Earth and 

planets move around the sun and 

not vice versa. These findings 

helped us understand our world 

and lead us to creating a compass 

to guide us through the oceans or 

land. 

With astronomical advancements 

that helped everyone understand 

their life in a more reasonable 

way, many new inventions were 

created to help us understand our 

world, and make 

our lives easier. 

Chinese scientist 

not only made 

new astronomical 

discoveries, they 

had also helped 

people to under-

stand the world 

better and make 

science a lot 

more advanced. 

taxes for merchants are very 

high. Also it seems that mer-

chants are taxed at every river 

and city. Mercantilism will get 

rid of these taxes once and for 

all, and instead there will be 

many more taxes on imported 

goods. It is most important that 

a country exports more than it 

imports, so high tax will be 

placed on imported goods in 

order to discourage it. Also 

many countries are slowly run-

ning out of resources to use. 

Mercantilists say the solution 

to this problem is simple, colo-

nies. The colonies in the new 

world are plentiful with re-

There is a new group 

of economists forming who 

claim they can make all nations 

prosperous with their revolu-

tionary idea. They very simply 

think that if a country exports 

more than it imports, it will 

become wealthier. Now what 

does this mean? If Spain were 

to sell more sugar to France 

than it bought cloth from 

France, then Spain will become 

wealthier. The king would run 

the economy to ensure, when 

implementing this new Mer-

cantilism, the countries best 

interests are in mind.  

As everyone knows, the 

sources and can provide many 

of their resources to countries 

as a new way to gain resources 

for exporting.  

If mercantilists can con-

vince the kings that mercantil-

ism is really the right way to 

go, nations may see a new rise 

in wealth. It could also open up 

many new job opportunities for 

those willing to venture out 

and begin colonies.  

Chinese compass 

Mercantilits Have A New Strategy for the Economy 

By Ryan Wisgerhof 

òChinese 

scientist not 

only made new 

astronomical 

discoveries, 

they had also 

helped people 

to understand 

the world 

better ò 

China Studies Space  

Sebastian Reiserer 
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Who is Michelangelo?  (Continued) 
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Michelangeloôs first work for 
the Dô Medici family is a 
sculpture: La battaglia dei 
Centauri (Battle of the Cen-
taurs).  
But who is Michelangelo 
really? And where did he 
come from? To answer 
these questions we had to 
go a little bit back in time an 
find some information about 
Michelangeloôs past. He 
was born in 1475 in 
Caprese.  He is the only son 
of Ludovico Buonarroti Si-
moni and Francesca di Neri. 
Ludovico Buonarroti Simoni 
was a magistrate pedestal. 
His first teacher was Fran-
cesco da Urbino. Michelan-
gelo became his student 
because his father wanted 
him to. But when Michelan-
gelo shows a love for art 
and paintings his father 
doesnôt really appreciate the 
fact. Anyway Michelangelo 
decides to study art. So at 
the age of twelve years old 
Michelangelo enters in the 
Ghirlandaio school in Flor-
ence under the recommen-
dation of Francesco Gra-
nacci. He was suppose to 
study there for five years but 
last year he went to the 

Lorenzo Dô Medici school.  
To make you know him a 
little bit better I will add an 
interview that I had with him. 
 
C.L.F. -- Hello Michelan-
gelo, how old are you? 
Michelangelo- I am fourteen 
years old. 
C.L.F. ï Do you like art? 
Michelangelo ï Yes I do. 
C.L.F. ï Why do you like to 
paint and to make sculp-
tures? 
Michelangelo ï I like art be-
cause my father didnôt like it. 
He always cared about 
other topics, but never 
about art. He wanted me to 
become a magistrate ped-
estal like him. I never liked 
the idea, and so I chose art 
as the alternative.  
C.L.F. ï But you are a very 
good artist. It is strange 
since you donôt love art. 
Michelangelo ï Oh no, I 
love art. And I know I am 
good. Art brings me closer 
to God and the Church. I 
show my beliefs through my 
paintings and sculptures.  
C.L.F. ï Do you think you 
are going to work for the 
Pope? 
Michelangelo ï I canôt tell. I 

live with Lorenzo Dô Medici 
now, and leave him to go to 
the Pope will put me in trou-
ble. He is a powerful man in 
Florence, and I work for him 
and study in his school.  
C.L.F. ï Thank you for your 
answers Michelangelo.  
Michelangelo ï You are wel-
come.  
 
So Michelangelo is a good 

artist that uses painting and 

sculptures to get closer to 

the Church. But there is still 

one question that has no 

answer: what if Michelan-

gelo is staying at Dô Mediciôs 

house just to let people 

know him? We all know that 

Dô Medici family is powerful 

and is the most important 

family in Florence and Italy, 

but what if one day it will 

lose its power? What would 

Michelangelo do?  

requested Leonardo da Vinci to 

prepare a portrait of his wife, 

Lisa Gherardini del Giocondo. 

He had done it to celebrate the 

birth of their first son and to 

mourn the loss of their daugh-

ter.  Leonardo had agreed. The 

first time da Vinci saw Lisa 

Gherardini, he was charmed 

and intrigued by the beautiful 

young woman, who at that 

time was 24 years old, since 

the very first moment he saw 

her. Many people have claimed 

he fell in love with her. Fran-

cisco, however, has never been 

a jealous person and did not 

change his mind, he still 

wanted the painting. 

 

Read more on page 5  

Recently we have received 

many letters from our readers, 

questioning the recent com-

plains from Giocondo family, 

who claim that many years ago 

they asked Leonardo da Vinci 

to paint a protrait, paid him but 

never saw the painting or their 

money again. Years ago a 

wealthy silk merchant  Fran-

cesco di Bartolomeo di Zanobi 

del Giocondo of Florence had 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic.  

Leonardo's New Creation 

Who does Mona Lisa belong to? 

By Sonya Parinova 

òLisa looks so realistic that anyone admiring the 

picture for the first time might as well believe 

she is alive.ó  



Leonardo's New Creation (continuedé) 
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But after Lisa had been posing 

for hours, da Vinci claimed he 

had to finish the painting. The 

family has never seen it again.  

The portrait of Lisa del Gio-

condo has taken da Vinci many 

years to finish. And we don't 

blame him for taking his time. 

The artwork is amazing. It 

might be called simple, but 

only by those who are igno-

rant. Lisa looks so realistic that 

anyone admiring the picture 

for the first time might as well 

believe she is alive. Right after 

seeing how incredibly realistic 

it is, the admirer realizes that 

Lisa is always watching.  

Woman's hair is covered b dark 

mourning veil due to the recent 

death of her first daughter. 

However she still has that quiz-

zical look in her eyes, which 

follow you no matter from 

where you look at it, and a 

smile that seems to hide a 

beautiful secret. 

Leonardo now lives in France  

and keeps the painting at his 

home. The rumors say he has 

been working with the king of 

France Francis I. Will Gio-

condo family ever see the 

painting again? Unlikely. Leo-

nardo da Vinci is a very tal-

ented man, however he also 

claims to be the man of free-

dom and thought, who only 

follows his own decisions. To 

that we would also like to add 

that he has many very influen-

tial followers and admirers and 

it would be hard to make da 

Vinci return something he be-

lieves to belong to himself. 
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